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LOCAL EMPLOYEES REDUCE TWO TONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES 

IN CAR-FREE CHALLENGE 


Employees at Alliant Energy, Foley Lardner, UW-Madison Department of Urban & Regional Planning (URPL), Dane County and the City of Madison cumulatively reduced 4,408 pounds of carbon dioxide (CO2) gas from the atmosphere during the Car-Free Challenge, April 28 – May 11, 2003. 
A total of 53 employees at the five organizations tried car-free or "car-lite" living for two weeks. They challenged themselves to reduce their driving by: 

· Replacing car trips by bicycling, walking, or taking the bus

· Reducing trip lengths by choosing destinations closer to home

· Removing unnecessary trips by carpooling, combining trips, or staying home
Participants recorded all car miles they replaced, reduced or removed during the two-week period. Reductions in CO2 gas emissions were calculated using the following statistic: for every gallon of gasoline burned while driving a car, 20 pounds of CO2 are emitted into the atmosphere.

Alliant Energy won the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Award for reducing more miles than any other organization in the Challenge. Together, 16 Alliant Energy employees reduced 2,144 vehicle miles, an average of 153 miles per participant. This corresponds to a total reduction of 1,917 pounds of CO2 emissions. Special awards went to Jane Henke, who reduced 565 vehicle miles by carpooling to work from her home in Mineral Point, and Rocky Everly, who logged a total of 253 car-free miles during the two weeks.

Foley Lardner and the UW-Madison URPL Department tied for the Car-Free Lifestyle Award, which recognized employees’ use of non-automobile transportation. Seven Foley Lardner employees logged a total of 403 car-free miles (average 67 miles per participant; 22% car-free). Nine URPL participants logged a total of 454 car-free miles (average 57 miles per participant; 25% car-free).

Special awards were presented to Jaqueline Suleski and Chuck Poole at Foley Lardner, Jason Josvai and Alison Carpenter at UW-Madison URPL Department, and City of Madison employees Dana Warren and Paul O’Leary. 

Bryant Walker Smith, a graduate student in the UW-Madison URPL Department, was eager to share what he learned from participating in the Car-Free Challenge: “I found that, even when it comes to coordinating a big event, a bike can be more useful than a car. I cut down on my vehicular trips and biked much more than I would have otherwise. This in turn motivated me to bike around for fun -- I rediscovered places on campus I had not been since I was a small child!”

Madison Environmental Group, Inc. and the Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin designed the Car-Free Challenge. Madison Community Foundation is a financial sponsor of the Car-Free Challenge, and Metro Transit System is sponsoring the program by providing resources and free Metro rain ponchos to participants. For more details about the Car-Free Challenge, contact Program Manager Rebecca Grossberg at Madison Environmental Group: call 608.204.0400 or email rebecca@madisonenvironmental.com.
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